PRESS RELEASE
The New National Theatre, Tokyo & Le Logoscope present:
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CLOUD/CROWD
In May 2013 Le Logoscope – the laboratory for mixed media artistic research based in Monaco – hosted JAPON Dance Project, led by Mimoza Koïke, artistic director of the performing arts platform and too a principal dancer of Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo.

JAPON Dance Project was formed in 2012 when Mimoza met and collaborated with four other top-flight Japanese dancer/choreographers at the All Nippon Ballet Gala – Yasuyuki ENDO (Ballet National de Marseille), Naoya AOKI (freelance dancer/choreographer), Masahiro YANAGIMOTO (freelance dancer/choreographer) and Hokuto KODAMA (Royal Swedish Ballet). All five artists are involved in the world of professional dance, either internationally or in Japan.
They decided to join forces and work together as JAPON Dance Project in collaboration with Agnès Roux, director of Le Logoscope, and Noriko Katayanagi-Bonafede, the project’s manager.

On 30 and 31 August 2014 they will present their new choreographic piece entitled CLOUD/CROWD at the New National TheatRe, Tokyo.

At the invitation of the New National Theatre, Tokyo, who produced the piece, the five dancer/choreographers of Japon Dance Project based their work on the following idea: though we live under the same sky, we are experiencing life differently. The others are at the end of the line, distant, but always connected. We are so closely tied… Virtually globalised… Yet we are so far away. I am here. You are there. So how can we reach each other? 

The project also combines each artist’s unique personality and their different dance practices. All Japanese, they have taken many paths and explored a variety of new ways to be together, embodied by a sort of imaginary space: a floating island of Japanese culture.
“There are many excellent dancers in the world, but I was very impressed with JAPON dance project’s energy. These five strong personalities – all individually superb – combine to create something truly extraordinary.” 





Tatsuo Mochizuki, New National Theatre, Tokyo
CLOUD/CROWD
PROGRAMME: Performance in two parts with intermission followed by drinks reception.
RUNNING TIME: 1 hour 20 mins including intermission (+ drinks reception) 
CHOREOGRAPHY: Mimoza KOÏKE, Yasuyuki ENDO, Naoya AOKI, Masahiro YANAGIMOTO and Hokuto KODAMA
DANCERS: Yui Yonezawa (New National Theatre, Tokyo), Ayako Ono (New National Theatre, Tokyo), Akimitsu Yahata (New National Theatre, Tokyo), Mimoza KOÏKE (Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo), Yasuyuki ENDO (Ballet National de Marseille), Naoya AOKI (freelance dancer/choreographer, Tokyo), Masahiro YANAGIMOTO (freelance dancer/choreographer, Tokyo), Hokuto KODAMA (Royal Swedish Ballet), Kenta Kojiri (freelance dancer/choreographer, Tokyo), Chiaki Horita (GöteborgsOperans Danskompani) and Mikio KATO (Académie de Danse Princesse Grace, Monaco).

MUSIC: Davy Bergier
SCENOGRAPHY: Shizuka Hariu
LIGHTING: Hisashi Adachi
COSTUMES: Akemi Sou
STAGE MANAGER: Hajime Morioka
DATES/TIMES: Saturday 30 August 2014/5 pm & Sunday 31 August 2014/3 pm
VENUE: new National THEATRE
1-1-1 Honcho, Shibuya-ku, 151-0071 TOKYO

SEATING CAPACITY: 750 seats

BIOGRAPHIES – JAPON DANCE PROJECT DANCERS/CHOREOGRAPHERS:

Mimoza Koïke, born in Tokyo in 1982, lives and works in Monaco.
From 1998 to 2000 Mimoza studied dance at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et de Danse in Lyon, graduating with distinction. She continued her training at the Jeune Ballet du Conservatoire de Lyon. In 2001 she joined the Ballet du Grand Théâtre in Geneva. In 2003 she entered Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo, directed by Jean-Christophe Maillot, and was promoted to soloist in 2005. Since then, Mimoza has become one of the company’s leading dancers. Her superb artistry and unique technical abilities have made her a favourite dancer the guest choreographers Jean-Christophe Maillot has invited to Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo, including Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Jiri Kylián, William Forsythe, Johan Inger, Matjash Mrozewski, Emio Greco, Pieter C. Scholten, Inna Yohanson and Alexander Ekman. She is also a popular performer in repertory works by choreographers such as George Balanchine, Nijinsky, and Maurice Béjart. Since 2007, spurred on by her success with Jean-Christophe Maillot’s Imprévus and the ESAP, she has developed her skills as a choreographer and created pieces such as Voisinages (2007), U Turn (2008 – co-created with Jérôme Marchand), Rossignols (2010), Ichi Ni San and Kodama (2012). In 2008 she also created a solo piece, Amenimo, for a gala performance in Tokyo. Mimoza Koïke has been artistic director of Le Logoscope’s performing arts platform since 2010.
Yasuyuki ENDO, born in Tokyo in 1969, lives and works in Marseille.
In 1991 Yasuyuki Endo joined the Star Dancers Ballet Tokyo company (SDB), moving to the Australian Ballet in 1994, before returning to the Star Dancers Ballet Tokyo in 1996. In 1998 he received the 10th Muramutu Award in Japan. From 1999 to 2004 he danced with Charleroi Danses plan-k in Belgium, where he collaborated with Frédéric Flamand. He choreographed Haoto for the Passerelles project (Belgium) and Chain for the Aoyama ballet festival in Japan. He formed the performing arts group BOnoBOS with Taka Shamoto, and created productions and workshops with The Saison Foundation in Japan. He also danced with Saburo Teshigawara in I was real document”and Turandot. In 2005 Yasuyuki Endo joined the Ballet National de Marseille as a soloist and choreographer, creating original pieces such as MAYDAY MAYDAY MAYDAY This is..., DOJYOJI+, Té TO Té and 3 in Passacaglia. He is also the rehearsal director of the company. In 2008 he created Kaeru for the NBA Ballet in Tokyo, followed by Super MAN Project episode 1 in 2009, which was presented at the Berlin International Dance Film Festival. In 2010 he took the Super MAN Project to the Musée d’Art Contemporain in Marseille, and was subsequently invited to lead a workshop for the Architanz studio in Tokyo. Since 2011 he has organised the All Nippon Ballet Gala Dance Festival in Yokohama and Tokyo, in aid of the Tohoku earthquake disaster, along with the Gala for Fukushima. He also choreographed LOVE LOVE ROBOT <junkie of happiness> for SDB Tokyo, and, in 2013, Da.Da.Ma.Da.MAD for the opening of Marseille-Provence 2013, European Capital of Culture.

Naoya AOKI, born in Tokyo in 1973, lives and works in Tokyo.
Naoya Aoki began dancing at the age of 16, while studying the human body at college in Tokyo. He then developed and taught his own dance method called “Contact x Balance”. In 2004 he founded the Noism Company, the first Japanese dance company to receive a state subsidy. In 2009 he choreographed and performed L’oeuf at the International Art Festival of Economic Co-operation in Setouchi. In 2011 he formed a choreographic research group called +81 with Masahiro Yanagimoto. The team presented two original pieces: Lilly and Shakotan blue (2012) at the All Japan Charity Gala Valle. In 2012 he created Kuuneru dance and 4 .... soku for the project “Let’s go dancing / ODORINI Ikuze! Vol. 2”, for Kuuneru dance (Toritto dance), which he directed for the celebration of community theatre. Naoya continues to explore his human need to dance by alternating between traditional and contemporary work.
Masahiro YANAGIMOTO, born in Osaka in 1976, lives and works in Tokyo
In 1988 Masahiro Yanagimoto played in a children’s theatre group, which gave him the opportunity of acting in a television series. Following this he decided to study jazz dance. In 1994 he took an intensive training course in classical dance with Art Ballet Naniwatsu. In 1996 he was awarded second prize in the Kobe Dance Competition and won a leading role in Shéhérazade for the Kaisai Ballet Association. In 1998 he left to work in Germany as a soloist at the Staatstheater Braunschweig, subsequently performing with Tanz Theater in Munich alongside Pierre Wyss. In 2000 he joined Tanz Theater in Munich with Philip Taylor and began his career in contemporary dance. In 2002 he moved to the Netherlands and joined the Ballet Scapino in Rotterdam. In 2004 he danced with the Conny Janssen Danst company, and entered Dance Galili in 2005. In 2006 he returned to live and work in Japan as a choreographer, freelance dancer, professor and leader of W. At the same time, he developed his choreographic style with the dancer and choreographer Naoya Aoki, and formed his own company called +81. In 2008 he co-founded C/society with Shintaro Ooe and toured Europe with IKI SI TAI. 
Hokuto KODAMA, born in Tokyo in 1982, lives and works in Stockholm.
Hokuto Kodama began his dance training at the Tokyo Ballet Works. After winning a number of competitions, including the Varna International Ballet Competition in 2000, he continued his training at the San Francisco Ballet School. He started his professional career at Alberta Ballet (Canada) in 2001, leaving in 2004 to join the Grands Ballets Canadiens in Montreal as a first soloist. From 2008 to 2012 he danced with the Gothenburg Ballet (Sweden), before becoming first soloist at the Royal Swedish Ballet. Hokuto Kodama is an exceptionally versatile dancer with extensive experience in theatre dance and improv. He has taken part in major productions with numerous internationally acclaimed choreographers, including Mats Ek, Wim Vandekeybus, Johan Inger, Stijn Celis, Emanuel Gat, Tilman O’Donell and Inbal Pinto. He has also danced in works by Ohad Naharin, Jiri Kylian, Sasha Waltz, Alexander Ekman and others. Hokuto is also a choreographer. In 2010 he created Nudans for Gothenburg Ballet’s project for young dancers. From 2010 to 2011 he directed the “Point Blank” project in Japan with Kenta Kojiri and Yuuki Yamada.
SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF GUEST ARTISTS:

DANCERS:

Ayako Ono, born in Tokyo in 1986. Ayako Ono studied dance at the Academy of Ballet and the Institute of Ballet of the New National Theatre, Tokyo under Noriko Kobayashi, Patrick Armand and Asami Maki. In 2007 she joined the National Ballet of Japan as a soloist. The company’s artistic director, David Bintley, immediately made her the star of his new production of Aladdin, creating the lead role especially for her. Ayako went on to dance the lead roles in the National Ballet of Japan’s productions of The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, Don Quixote and La Bayadère, followed by Romeo and Juliet (Sir Kenneth MacMillan), Manon and Cinderella (Sir Frederick Ashton), Coppelia and La Chauve-souris (Roland Petit), The Firebird (Mikhail Fokin) and Carmina Burana (David Bintley). In 2011 Ayako was promoted to principal dancer. She has also won numerous dance awards, including the Ministry of Culture’s Best Young Dancer prize and the Japanese dance critics’ association award in 2010.
Yui Yonezawa, born in 1987 in Aichi. After training at the Yoko Tsukamoto Studio of classical dance, Yui won several international ballet awards, including first prize in the Kobe dance competition (2004), gold medal in the Varna Ballet junior international competition (2004), third place in the Nagoya international ballet competition, and third place in the international ballet competition in Jackson, USA (2006). In 2006 Yui joined Ballet San Jose (USA), where she remained until 2010, when she returned to Japan to enter the National Ballet of Japan as a soloist. She danced the lead roles in Swan Lake, The Nutcracker, Giselle and Don Quixote, along with Cinderella (Sir Frederick Ashton), The Prince of the Pagodas (David Bintley) and The Firebird (Mikhail Fokin). She was promoted to principal dancer in 2013.
Akimitsu Yahata, born in Tokyo in 1984. Akimitsu trained at the Kiyoko Ishii Institute of Ballet under Kiyoko Ishii and Etsuko Adachi, and continued studying dance at the Ballet Institute of the New National Theatre in 2003. He joined the Corps de Ballet of the National Ballet of Japan in 2005. The artistic director David Bintley soon gave him a starring role in Carmina Burana, and promoted him to soloist in 2006. In 2008 Bintley created the role of Aladdin for Akimitsu in his new production of Aladdin. His performance was acclaimed by the critics, and in 2012 he was promoted to principal dancer. Akimitsu was the winner of the 33rd Nimura dance award.
Kenta Kojiri began dancing when he was three years old and received the prestigious Prix de Lausanne in 1999 after completing his training. He then joined Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo, moving to Nederlands Dans Theater 2 in 2003 followed by the Nederlands Dans Theater 1 (NDT) three years later. In his final season at the NDT (2010) Kenta danced in Mémoires d'Oubliettes, the latest creation by resident choreographer Jiří Kylián. In 2005 he was awarded a bronze medal at the International Competition of Ballet and Modern Dance (modern dance category). Kenta currently works internationally as a freelance dancer and choreographer and continues to share his knowledge with fellow Japanese artists.
Chiaki Horita, born in 1989 in Hiroshima. Chiaki trained in classical dance at Ikemoto Ballet school in Japan. She then worked with Noism, Jo Kanamori’s company, as an intern for two years. In 2008 she joined Nederlands Dans Theater II, and moved to GöteborgsOperans Danskompani in 2011.
Mikio Kato, born in 1996. Mikio studied classical dance under Shigeki Sato at Hitomi Takeuchi Ballet school in Japan. En 2011 he entered the Académie de Danse Princesse Grace in Monaco, and was awarded the prestigious 6th Prix de Lausanne in 2014. He will be joining Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo later this summer.

MUSIC:

Davy Bergier is a multi-talented French artist (composer, lyricist, DJ and illustrator) who currently lives in Tokyo. After studying at the Conservatoire de Musique, he explored other artistic fields. In the 90s, his reputation led him to work with groups such as Raclette, Djam and Jimmy Cliff. In 2001 he became artistic director of Pschent Music where he created a buzz by producing the “Hotel Costes” series of compilations. In 2005 he founded Only Music, a music production company for television, film and the internet. Since 2011 he has led the alternative rock group Volga.

SCENOGRAPHY:
Shizuka Hariu is an architect and scenographer based in Brussels, London and Sendai. She is co-director of SHSH/Shin Bogdan Hagiwara and Shizuka Hariu Scenography & Architecture, founded in 2009. She is also a member of the Society of British Theatre Designers and the Japanese association of set designers and theatre technicians. Her scenography work describes the relationship between concrete and imaginary spaces. Her major projects include set designs for Réflexions sur la Table Verte (Olga de Soto), Pénombre (Rosalba Torres, Les ballets C de la B), Compil d'Avril (Charleroi Danses), LoveLoveRobot (Yasuyuki Endo, Star Dancers Ballet Tokyo), Hopscotch (Rabbit Hole Collective), Ville : zen (Shobana Jeyasingh) and Sacred Monsters (Akram Khan and Sylvie Guillem).
COSTUMES:

Akemi Sou, born in Tokyo. Akemi became a freelance stylist while at art school. Since then she has worked with top actors and actresses on major TV commercials, magazines, television programmes, films and fashion shows. Her major projects/clients include covers for WITH magazine, a commercial for Japanese national railway, work with the actress Sayuri Yoshinaga, several films with Ken Takakura, the annual live Japanese music show, Kouhaku utagassen, on NHK (Japan’s public broadcaster), and TV commercials for Shiseido, Sony and major Asian companies.
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LE LOGOSCOPE

Laboratory for Mixed Media Artistic Research

Résidence Athéna – 25 Av. Crovetto Frères – MC 98000 MONACO 

Studios: Place du Crédit Lyonnais à Beausoleil

+33 (0)6 62.83.38.01 – agnesroux@lelogoscope.com - www.lelogoscope.com
